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The world-wide obesity epidemic constitutes a severe threat to human health and wellbe-
ing and poses a major challenge to health-care systems. Current therapeutic approaches,
relying mainly on reduced energy intake and/or increased exercise energy expenditure,
are generally of limited effectiveness. Previously believed to be present only in children,
the existence of metabolically active brown adipose tissue (BAT) was recently demon-
strated also in healthy human adults.The physiological role of BAT is to dissipate chemical
energy,mainlyfromfattyacids,asheattomaintainbodytemperatureincoldenvironments.
RecentstudiesindicatethattheactivityofBATisnegativelycorrelatedwithoverweightand
obesity, ﬁndings that raise the exciting possibility of new and effective weight reduction
therapies based on increased BAT energy expenditure, a process likely to be amenable to
pharmacological intervention.
Keywords: brown adipose tissue, thermogenesis, energy expenditure, obesity, overweight, weight loss, metabolic
syndrome
INTRODUCTION
The prevalence of overweight and obesity has increased world-
wide during the recent decades, constituting a severe threat to
public health and causing enormous health-care costs. Obesity is
a major risk factor for type II diabetes mellitus, cardiovascular
disease, osteoarthritis, and certain forms of cancer (Haslam and
James, 2005), ultimately leading to increased mortality (Pischon
et al., 2008; Berrington De Gonzalez et al., 2010; Zheng et al.,
2011). The causes of obesity are complex in terms of physiology,
but are quite straightforward in terms of physics: obesity stems
from a long-term imbalance of energy intake and energy expen-
diture. While lipid deposition in adipose tissue is a normal and
vital physiologic process not necessarily causing disease, excess
triglyceride accumulation strains the capacity of adipose depots
and often leads to ectopic lipid deposition in skeletal muscle and
liver.Thisperturbsamultitudeofmetabolicpathways,whichleads
to insulin resistance and type II diabetes mellitus (Qatanani and
Lazar, 2007).
Fortunately,theadversemetabolicconsequencesof obesitycan
be reversed by weight loss (Petersen et al., 2005). However, this is
often difﬁcult to achieve with currently available therapies.
LIMITATIONS OF CURRENT THERAPIES AGAINST OBESITY
Presently,theonlyscientiﬁcallyproven,effectivetherapyofmorbid
obesity,both in terms of weight loss and decreased morbidity and
mortality, is bariatric surgery (Sjostrom et al., 2004, 2007; Adams
Abbreviations:BAT,brownadiposetissue;BMR,basalmetabolicrate;DIO2,type2
deiodinase; FDG PET–CT, 18F-ﬂuorodeoxyglucose positron emission tomography
combined with computed tomography; FGF,ﬁbroblast growth factor; SNS,sympa-
thetic nervous system; THR,thyroid hormone receptor; UCP1,uncoupling protein
1; WAT, white adipose tissue.
et al., 2007). However, this therapeutic approach is invasive and it
is available only to a subgroup of morbidly obese subjects.
A mainstay of current medical management of overweight and
obesity is caloric restriction, i.e., limiting the amount of calories
ingested to a level below the patient’s estimated or measured total
energy expenditure (Eckel, 2008). While this may seem to be the
most logical approach, it faces several obstacles: the sensation of
hunger is recognized as very unpleasant and drugs acting on the
CNS to suppress appetite such as Sibutramine or Rimonabant
can cause serious adverse events. Use of sibutramine, a substance
targeting the central monoamine system, was associated with
increased incidence of non-fatal myocardial infarction and stroke
(James et al., 2010), which led to its withdrawal. Another promis-
ing appetite suppressant, Rimonabant, a cannabinoid receptor 1
blocker that was effective in inducing and maintaining weight loss
as well as improving insulin sensitivity,failed to get approval from
the Federal Drug Administration in the United States and was
withdrawn in Europe due to increased incidence of depression
and suicide (Christensen et al., 2007).
Additionally, caloric restriction as the sole method of weight
reduction is accompanied by both metabolic and behavioral com-
pensations leading to reduced basal metabolic rate (BMR) and
reduced physical activity level (Martin et al.,2007). These adapta-
tions commonly lead to unwanted weight regain, often predomi-
nantly as fat mass, once the caloric restriction ends (Dulloo et al.,
1997).
In comparison these compensatory changes were not observed
in a combination therapy of caloric restriction and exercise (Red-
man et al., 2009). This is in line with results from other studies,
identifyingenergyexpenditurethroughphysicalactivityasamain
determinant of successful weight reduction and long-term weight
control (Wing and Hill, 2001; Weinsier et al., 2002). Moreover, a
www.frontiersin.org November 2011 | Volume 2 | Article 86 | 1Betz and Enerbäck Therapeutic prospects of BAT
combination of caloric restriction and structured exercise led to
greater weight loss and a more favorable cardio-metabolic proﬁle
(Goodpasteretal.,2010).Unfortunately,increasingphysicalactiv-
ity often proves difﬁcult for obese patients due to musculoskeletal
andcardiovasculardisease,causingaviciouscircleofreducedexer-
cise,reduced energy expenditure,increased body weight and even
furtherreducedactivity.Alternativewaystoincreaseenergyexpen-
diture could expand the therapeutic options for treating obese
patients and ultimately lead to more successful treatment.
BROWN ADIPOSE TISSUE
BROWN ADIPOSE TISSUE PHYSIOLOGY
Adipose tissue exists in two distinct forms: white adipose tissue
(WAT) and brown adipose tissue (BAT). WAT is the main energy
storage compartment of the mammalian body. It is characterized
by adipocytes containing a single large lipid droplet storing excess
energy in the form of triglycerides. White adipocytes possess rel-
atively few mitochondria and a peripherally located nucleus. In
addition, WAT constitutes a large endocrine organ that secretes
hormones such as leptin and adiponectin which are involved in
theregulationof satietyandinsulinsensitivity(KershawandFlier,
2004).BATisadenselyinnervatedandhighlyperfusedtissuecon-
sisting of brown adipocytes, a cell type characterized by small
multilocular lipids droplets,a central nucleus,and a high number
of mitochondria. The major differences between WAT and BAT
are summarized in Table 1.
Withinthemitochondrialmatrixacetyl-CoAderivedfromcar-
bohydrates, fatty acids, or proteins is fed into the citric acid cycle.
The chemical energy released by the stepwise oxidation of acetyl-
CoAisthentransferredtotheelectrontransportchainintheinner
mitochondrial membrane building up a proton gradient across
the membrane. Usually, the ﬂow of protons back to the mito-
chondrial matrix through a channel in the ATP-synthase complex
powers the synthesis of ATP (Berg et al., 2007), thereby cou-
pling the oxidation of nutrients to the generation of the cell’s
energy currency. Brown adipocytes are unique in their expression
of UCP1, the gene encoding uncoupling protein 1. Activation of
UCP1 short-circuits or uncouples the proton gradient from ATP
generation, thereby dissipating the energy stored in the gradient
as heat (Figure 1A).
Table 1 | Characteristic of white vs. brown adipose tissue.
White adipose tissue Brown adipose tissue
White adipocytes contain
single large lipid droplet, few
mitochondria
Brown adipocytes contain multiple small
lipid droplets, rich in mitochondria
Secretes adipose derived
hormones, that regulate
insulin sensitivity and satiety
Densely vascularized and innervated by
sympathetic nerve endings
Stores excess energy as
triglycerides, releases fatty
acids during fasting periods
Expression of uncoupling protein 1
Dissipates chemical energy (mainly from
fatty acids) to generate heat
The physiological function of BAT is thus to convert chemical
energy, mainly from lipids, into thermal energy. This capability is
very important for small and hibernating mammals as well as for
newborn humans to maintain body temperature in cold environ-
ments. In the mammalian body heat is generated as a by-product
of basic cellular and organ functions (BMR), of digestion and
absorption of food, and of voluntary and involuntary movement.
If this amount of thermal energy does not sufﬁce to keep the body
temperaturewithinthenormalrangeinacoldenvironment,adap-
tivethermogenesis setsin.Evenbeforecorebodytemperaturedrops
cold is sensed by receptors in the skin. The afferent information
is integrated in the hypothalamus leading to disinhibition of its
thermogenesis-promoting neurons, which in turn increases sym-
pathetic output to BAT (Nakamura and Morrison, 2007). Acute
cold stress in non-cold adapted animals causes muscle shivering
as a ﬁrst mechanism to defend body temperature. During chronic
cold exposure the amount of shivering abates over the course of
days to weeks as non-shivering thermogenesis increases (Cannon
and Nedergaard, 2004). The signal from the sympathetic nervous
system(SNS)isrelayedbynoradrenergicneurons,whichstimulate
G-protein coupled β3-adrenoreceptors (β3-AR) in BAT. Stimula-
tion of β3-ARs leads to lipolysis via activation of the Gs-adenylyl
cyclase-PKA pathway. The fatty acids released by lipolysis do not
only represent the main substrate of thermogenesis, but they also
activate UCP1 allosterically (Figure 1B; Cannon and Nedergaard,
2004).
Thyroid hormone is an important endocrine modulator of
thermogenesis. It potentiates the actions of catecholamines on
the β3-AR and adenylyl cyclase and increases the transcription
of UCP1 through thyroid hormone receptor (THR) response ele-
ments located in the UCP1 promoter (Silva and Rabelo, 1997).
Moreover,BATexpresseshighlevelsof type2iodothyroninedeio-
dinase (DIO2), an enzyme converting tetraiodothyronine (T4)
into the active triiodothyronine (T3). Type 1 iodothyronine deio-
dinase (DIO1) is mainly expressed in liver and kidney and is the
main source of plasma T3 in hyperthyroid patients. While DIO1
is under tight transcriptional control of thyroid hormones, DIO2
expressionisinducedbycatecholaminesactingthroughthecAMP
signaling cascade. Its effects in promoting T3 production are lim-
ited to BAT and do not affect plasma T3 levels (Bianco and Kim,
2006).
About 30years ago Rothwell and Stock described that ad libi-
tum feeding of a high calorie diet rich in fat and carbohydrates,
casually dubbed “cafeteria diet,” led to recruitment and activa-
tion of BAT in rats and thus increased energy expenditure. They
concluded that BAT was a major site of diet induced thermoge-
nesis (DIT), the increase in energy expenditure that follows food
intake and might thus protect against diet induced obesity (Roth-
well and Stock,1979). In contrast to cold-induced thermogenesis,
whichisgenerallyundisputed,theproposalof DITasafunctionof
BATismorecontroversial(Kozak,2010;FrommeandKlingenspor,
2011).
ORIGINS AND DIFFERENTIATION OF BROWN ADIPOSE TISSUE
In contrast to earlier assumptions of a common origin of brown
and white adipocytes, recent research clearly demonstrates that
brown and white adipocytes have distinct developmental origins.
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FIGURE1|( A )Outline of UCP1 action in brown adipocyte mitochondria.The
electron transport chain generates a proton gradient across the inner
mitochondrial membrane.This electromotive force is usually drives
ATP-synthase restoring the cell’s energy currency ATP . Activation of UCP1 by
fatty acids in brown adipocytes dissipates the proton gradient without
coupling to ATP regeneration releasing the energy as heat. (Details of the
electron transport chain have been omitted for reasons of simplicity). (B)
Outline of BAT regulation. Upon cold exposure afferent signals from cold
receptors are integrated in the hypothalamus.The efferent signal is
transmitted via the sympathetic nervous system (SNS) and norepinephrine
(NE) acting on the β3-adrenoreceptor located on the brown adipocyte surface,
which is coupled to the cAMP second messenger pathway. Phosphorylation
of hormone sensitive lipase and perilipin activates lipolysis.The resulting free
fatty acids provide the fuel for thermogenesis and activate UCP1 allosterically.
Additionally, transcription of UCP1 and PGC-1α is activated via the CREB/CRE
pathway.
Atitetal.(2006)proposedacommonoriginof skeletalmuscleand
BAT, based on their ﬁnding that speciﬁc cells of the dermomy-
otome positive for the transcription factor engrailed-1 develop
into both skeletal myocytes and brown, but not white adipocytes.
In parallel with this ﬁnding, lineage tracing revealed that both
brown adipocytes located in the interscapular BAT and myocytes
derive from precursors positive for the myogenic transcription
factor Myf5 (Timmons et al.,2007).
Seale et al. (2008) delineated the existence of two different
types of brown adipocytes: those found in “classic” BAT (e.g.,
interscapular BAT),deriving from Myf5 positive precursors,and a
secondpopulation,derivingfromMyf5 negativeprecursors,thatis
interspersedinWAT.Becausetheseinterspersedbrownadipocytes
appear upon stimulation with cold or β3-AR agonists, we chose
to call them“recruitable”brown adipocytes to discriminate them
from the invariably present“classic”brown adipocytes, which are
located in typical BAT fat pads.
Our knowledge of BAT development and differentiation has
advanced considerably during recent years, as several transcrip-
tional regulators essential to BAT have been discovered.
PPARγ coactivator-1α (PGC-1α) is highly induced in BAT
uponcoldexposure,mediatedviaSNSstimulationandthecAMP-
PKA second messenger pathway. It interacts with PPARγ and is
an important regulator of mitochondrial biogenesis and oxida-
tive phosphorylation. Ectopic overexpression of PGC-1α in white
adipocytes induces UCP1 and other thermogenic genes, while its
geneticablationseverelyreducestheanimals’capacityforadaptive
thermogenesis (Seale et al., 2009). The importance of the cAMP-
PKA pathway for brown adipocyte development is highlighted by
the fact that FOXC2, a member of the forkhead transcription fac-
tor family, sensitized adipocytes to the actions of β3-AR agonists
by inducing the expression of the RIα subunit of PKA (Cederberg
et al., 2001; Dahle et al., 2002). Overexpression of FOXC2 in adi-
pose tissue led to a “browning” of white fat pads and protected
mice against diet induced obesity and insulin resistance.
In conjunction with the discovery of a common lineage of BAT
andmusclePRDM16wasidentiﬁedasamolecularswitchbetween
brown adipocyte and myocyte development. Ectopic expression
of PRDM16 in myoblasts induced differentiation into brown
adipocytes possessing the full molecular machinery necessary for
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thermogenesis. In contrast, loss of PRDM16 in BAT pre-cursor
cells led to a loss of the brown adipocyte phenotype and myocyte
differentiation (Seale et al.,2008). When PRDM16 was transgeni-
callyexpressedinthesubcutaneousWATofmice,brownadipocyte
like cells appeared in this fat pad, rendering the mice less obesity
prone and more glucose tolerant (Seale et al.,2011).
IMPLICATIONS OF BAT IN METABOLISM AND BODY WEIGHT IN
RODENTS
During the last three decades the effects of active BAT on body
weight and metabolism in rodents have been carefully studied.
Several different models of BAT disruption clearly demon-
strated its importance for adaptive thermogenesis and also high-
lighted its relevance for body weight regulation. Surgical dener-
vation or excision of BAT in mice led to increased body weight
as compared with sham operated animals (Dulloo and Miller,
1984). Biochemical disruption of BAT by expression of cholera
toxin A under the control of the UCP1 promoter induced obe-
sity and insulin resistance in mice (Lowell et al., 1993). A com-
plete knock-out of the UCP1 gene did, somewhat unexpectedly,
not result in obesity, when mice were housed at usual animal
facility temperatures (i.e., around 22˚C; Enerback et al., 1997).
However, keeping them at conditions of thermoneutrality (i.e.,
30–33˚C for mice) rendered the animals obese (Feldmann et al.,
2009).
ExpansionofBATontheotherhandresultedinoppositeeffects
on body weight and metabolism. Transgenic mice overexpressing
UCP1 inWAT displayed a reduced amount of subcutaneous fat at
3months of age and when the transgene was expressed in a genet-
ically obese mouse strain, it protected against obesity (Kopecky
et al., 1995). Overexpression of the forkhead transcription factor
FOXC2 in adipose tissue led to a “browning” of WAT fat pads,
with expression of UCP1 and increased vascularization. Accord-
ingly,theanimalswereprotectedfromdietinducedobesity,aswell
as insulin resistance and hypertriglyceridemia (Cederberg et al.,
2001; Kim et al., 2005).
Pharmacological stimulation of the β3-adrenoreceptor (β3-
AR) with the speciﬁc agonist CL316,243 in Zucker fa/fa rats led
to the appearance of brown adipocytes in WAT regions,increased
BMR,and reversed diet induced obesity. Upon treatment with the
agonist obese rats showed a more pronounced increase of BMR
than lean controls and partial reversion of hyperphagia, while
food intake remained constant in lean controls. Additionally, the
hyperinsulinemia and hyperglycemia of the Zucker fa/fa rats was
ameliorated, indicating reduced insulin resistance (Ghorbani and
Himms-Hagen, 1997).
Similar experiments were performed in mice. However, the
ability of β3-AR agonists to induce brown adipocytes in WAT
regionsvariedenormouslybetweendifferentmousestrains,asdid
the body weight after high fat feeding. Importantly, the variation
of UCP1 expression in the classic interscapular BAT fat pad was
rather small between the different mouse strains, indicating that
thedifferencesinbodyweightwerelargelyconferredbyrecruitable
brownadipocytesinWATregions(Collinsetal.,1997;Guerraetal.,
1998).Thisgeneticvariabilityof UCP1expressionindifferentadi-
pose tissue compartments could not be explained by variation in
theexpressionof speciﬁctranscriptionfactors,butrathersuggests
differentdevelopmentalmechanismsforthetwobrownadipocyte
populations (Xue et al., 2007).
Bartelt et al. investigated the implications of BAT activa-
tion on lipid metabolism. They demonstrated that clearance
of triglyceride-rich lipoproteins from plasma in BAT drastically
increased upon short-term cold exposure thus correcting hyper-
lipidemiaandamelioratinginsulinresistanceinmice(Barteltetal.,
2011).Ashyperlipidemiaisaleadingriskfactorforcardiovascular
disease, the authors speculated that activation of BAT might be
a valuable therapeutic approach to correct hypertriglyceridemia
and associated diseases in humans.
In conclusion, in rodents an impressive amount of scientiﬁc
evidence highlights the beneﬁcial consequences of active BAT for
regulation of normal body weight, insulin sensitivity, and lipid
metabolism. Given the implications of these ﬁndings, BAT had
alreadybeenconsideredanattractivetherapeutictargetinhumans
suffering from overweight and obesity decades ago. However, the
recent proof of its presence and activity in human adults has
sparked new interest in this possibility.
BROWN ADIPOSE TISSUE IN HUMANS
EVIDENCE AND PREVALENCE OF ACTIVE BAT IN HUMAN ADULTS
Whiletheexistenceof BATinrodentsandhumaninfantshasbeen
known for decades and its physiological function was described
as early as the 1960s, it was only recently that several researchers
could unequivocally identify active BAT in human adults using
18F-ﬂuorodeoxyglucosepositronemissiontomographycombined
with computed tomography (FDG PET–CT; Cypess et al., 2009;
Van Marken Lichtenbelt et al., 2009; Virtanen et al., 2009). For
a summary of recent studies investigating BAT in humans see
Table 2.
The FDG PET–CT is currently the only imaging technique that
can visualize active BAT. Due to the ionizing radiation associated
with its use, it has up to now not been possible to conduct large
studiesinhealthyindividualstotestforthepresenceof activeBAT.
Instead researchers have often made use of already available FDG
PET–CTscans,mostcommonlyobtainedduringroutinediagnos-
tic studies for staging of cancer. The total proportion of subjects
displaying active BAT in these studies was relatively low,generally
below 10% (Cypess et al., 2009; Jacene et al., 2011; Ouellet et al.,
2011).
Using BAT as a therapeutic target to combat obesity and asso-
ciated diseases does, however, only make sense, if it is present in
thevastmajorityof patientsandnotjustanoccasionalremnantof
BATpresentatbirth.Whilethedataobtainedfromcross-sectional
retrospective analysis of FDG PET–CT scans performed for other
diagnosticpurposessuggeststhatBATispresentonlyinaminority
of adults the true prevalence is probably signiﬁcantly higher.
The activity of BAT is highly variable and, among other fac-
tors,dependent on outdoor temperature at the time of diagnostic
imaging (Cypess et al., 2009; Saito et al., 2009; Ouellet et al.,
2011). Moreover, radiologists had noted bilateral symmetric glu-
cose uptake in FDG PET scans since the early 1990s. As, under-
standably,such“artifacts”interferedwiththemainintentionofthe
diagnostic studies (predominantly detection of tumor and metas-
tases), they tried to suppress this unwanted PET tracer uptake by
using pre-medication with beta blockers, benzodiazepines and by
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Table 2 | Recent studies on BAT in humans, sorted by study type.
Reference Study population, characteristics Main ﬁndings
RETROSPECTIVEANALYSIS OF FDG PET–CT SCANS PERFORMED FOR ROUTINE DIAGNOSTIC STUDIES IN PATIENTS
Cypess et al.
(2009)
1972 Patients (3640 consecutive scans) FDG PET positive BAT in 76 of 1013 women (7 .5%) and 30 of 959 men
(3.1%), inverse correlation of BAT activity with age, beta-blocker use,
and BMI among older patients.
Jacene et al.
(2011)
908 Patients; 445 female, 463 male; mean age±SD
58±15years
FDG PET positive BAT in 56 of 908 patients (6.2%), patients without
active BAT had higher risk for hyperglycemia in univariate analysis.
L e ee ta l .
(2010)
2934 Patients; female 1848, male 1086; mean age 36years;
age range 18–87years
Active BAT identiﬁed in 250 patients (8.5%); 145 patients scanned
more than once, showing a high intra-individual variability of BAT
activity.
Active BAT associated with female sex. Inversely associated with age,
BMI, and fasting glucose.
Pfannenberg
et al. (2010)
3604 Patients screened, 260 patients analyzed; 98 BAT
positive, 162 study-date matched control subjects; 136
female, 124 male; mean age±SE, 48±1years; age range
11–82years; mean BMI 24.5±0.3kg/m2
BAT activity was associated with female sex; inverse correlation of
BAT activity with age in men but not in women; inverse correlation
with BMI.
Gilsanz et al.
(2011)
71 Children and adolescents; 26 female, 45 male; age range
6–20years
30 of 71 children displayed active BAT (42%); prevalence of active BAT
was positively correlated with muscle volume. No differences in age,
BMI, or sex were detected.
Ouellet et al.
(2011)
4842 Patients; 2370 female, 2472 male; mean age±SE,
62±0.2years; age range 2–94years
328 of 4842 patients with active BAT. Prevalence of active BAT was
negatively associated with BMI, diabetes mellitus, outdoor temper-
ature, and BMI. Men were less likely than women to display active
BAT.
Yilmaz et al.
(2011)
3666 Consecutive scans in 1832 patients screened; 30
patients positive for BAT, 90 age and sex matched controls
30 of 1832 patients (10 male, 20 female) displayed active BAT (preva-
lence 2%); non-alcoholic fatty liver disease was signiﬁcantly more
prevalent among patients negative for active BAT.
PROSPECTIVE STUDIES USING FDG PET–CTAND COLD EXPOSURE PROTOCOLS IN HEALTHYVOLUNTEERS
Saito et al.
(2009)
56 Healthy volunteers; 25 female, 31 male; 23–65years of
age
Upon cold exposure active BAT was observed in 17 of 32 sub-
jects aged 23–35years and in 2 of 24 subjects aged 38–65years.
Inverse correlation of BAT activity vs. BMI, total and visceral body fat,
respectively.
Virtanen et al.
(2009)
5 Healthy volunteers, 20–50years of age; PET–CT guided
surgical biopsies of adipose tissue taken in cervical region of
3 subjects
ColdexposureinducedFDGuptakeinallﬁvesubjects;presenceofBAT
provenbyimmunohistochemistryandmolecularanalysis(qRT-PCR)for
BAT markers.
Van Marken
Lichtenbelt
et al. (2009)
24 Healthy volunteers; age range 20–32years, male,
BMI<25 in 10 subjects, BMI>25 in 14 subjects; energy
expenditure measured at thermoneutrality and during cold
exposure
BAT activity observed in 23 of 24 subjects (96%) after cold exposure,
but not under conditions of thermoneutrality. BAT activity negatively
correlated with BMI and percentage body fat and positively correlated
with basal metabolic rate.
Vijgen et al.
(2011)
15 Morbidly obese subjects, 2 male, 13 female, BMI
35–48kg/m2
Cold-induced BAT activity detected in 3 out of 15 morbidly obese
subjects.
Yoneshiro et al.
(2011)
162 Healthy volunteers; 59 female, 103 male; mean
age±SD 32.0±12.1; BMI 22.1±3.0kg/m2
Cold activated BAT detected in 41% of subjects; inverse correlation of
active BAT with BMI, body fat content, abdominal fat, and age.
ANALYSIS OFTISSUE SAMPLES OBTAINED DURING SURGERY INTHE NECK REGION
Zingaretti et al.
(2009)
35 Patients; 8 male, 27 female; age range 18–82years, BMI
range 18–37kg/m2; thyroid surgery for goiter and papillary
carcinoma
Histologic evidence of BAT in 10 of 35 patients; presence of BAT
inversely correlated with BMI and age.
L e ee ta l .
(2011b)
Prospective cohort study in 17 patients; underwent
preoperative FDG PET/CT for staging of head and
neck-malignancies prior to surgery; analysis of BAT markers
in cervical fat biopsies compared to subcutaneous WAT
FDG PET/CT positive for BAT in 3 of the 17 patients. However, mole-
cular markers of BAT could be detected in cervical fat biopsies from
both PET positive and PET negative patients.
OTHER STUDIES
Wang et al.
(2011)
FDG PET/CT in 14 patients with pheochromocytoma; 14
matched healthy controls
BAT activity as assessed by FDG PET correlated with total plasma
metanephrine.
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warming up to a comfortable room temperature before injecting
the tracer substance (Christensen et al., 2006; Soderlund et al.,
2007).
Studies speciﬁcally designed to detect BAT indicate a much
higher prevalence in adult humans.Van Marken Lichtenbelt et al.
(2009) used a speciﬁc cold stimulation protocol prior to FDG
PET scanning and were able to detect active BAT in 23 out of
24 healthy male subjects (96%). Using a different approach Lee
et al. examined 17 patients that underwent staging for head and
neck malignancy. While only 3 of 17 had indications of BAT in
the FDG PET–CT scan molecular analysis of samples taken from
the supraclavicular fat revealed the presence of molecular mark-
ers of BAT (UCP1, PRDM16) in all subjects (Lee et al., 2011b).
Of the 2934 patients examined with FDG PET–CT in a large Aus-
tralianstudy145werescannedmorethanonce.Theprobabilityto
identify active BAT in an individual increased considerably with
the number of scans, allowing the authors to estimate the true
prevalence of BAT in their cohort to be 64% (Lee et al., 2010).
ASSOCIATION OF ACTIVE BAT AND OBESITY IN HUMANS
Whilethebodyofevidenceisfarfrombeingasrobustasinrodents,
several studies also link the activity of BAT in humans to obesity
and associated diseases.
Studies using retrospective analysis of routine FDG PET–CT
scans identiﬁed a negative correlation of BAT activity and body
mass index (BMI) in humans (Cypess et al.,2009; Lee et al.,2010;
Pfannenberg et al., 2010; Ouellet et al., 2011). The results of these
publications are corroborated by two trials in healthy volunteers
thatunderwentFDGPET–CTscanningaftercoldexposuretoacti-
vate BAT (Saito et al., 2009; Van Marken Lichtenbelt et al., 2009).
Zingaretti et al. (2009) observed similar results when studying the
presenceofbrownadipocytesinsamplesofadiposetissuecollected
in the cervical region of 35 patients undergoing thyroid surgery.
Remarkably, active BAT was present in only 3 out of 15 morbidly
obese subjects (mean BMI 42.1kg/m2) upon cold stimulation as
assessed with FDG PET–CT (Vijgen et al., 2011). However, the
presence of active BAT in 20% of the subjects indicates that BAT
activation might be a possible therapeutic intervention in at least
a part of morbidly obese patients.
The prevalence of PET positive BAT seems to decrease with
age,asassessedbothinretrospectiveobservationalstudies(Cypess
et al., 2009; Pfannenberg et al., 2010; Ouellet et al., 2011) and
in prospective studies in healthy volunteers (Saito et al., 2009;
Yoneshiro et al., 2011). The declining presence of active BAT with
age might be one explanation for the increase of overweight and
obesity with age.
In retrospective PET studies the prevalence and activity of BAT
was unanimously higher in women than in men (Cypess et al.,
2009; Ouellet et al., 2011). Evaluating the FDG PET–CT scans of
260 subjects, 98 of which displayed active BAT, Pfannenberg et al.
(2010)describedthatwhileinmalesubjectsBATactivityandmass
declined with age, this was not the case in female subjects.
Although there are currently no studies prospectively address-
ingthequestion,whetheractiveBATmightprotectagainstinsulin
resistance and diabetes, there is indirect evidence from retro-
spective cross-sectional studies of patients that underwent FDG
PET–CT. Using routine scans Jacene et al. (2011) investigated,
whether the presence of active BAT was predictive of elevated
fasting glucose levels at the time of the examination. Of the 908
patients6.2%hadFDGuptakeinBATandintheunivariateanaly-
sispatientswithoutactiveBAThadasigniﬁcantlyincreasedriskto
have a blood glucose level of more than 100mg/dl (>5.6mmol/l).
After adjusting for age,BMI,and sex this difference was not statis-
tically signiﬁcant. In a largerAustralian cohort with 2934 patients,
250 of which displayed active BAT in FDG PET–CT, a signiﬁcant
correlationbetweenfastingglucoseandBATactivitywasobserved.
The authors also analyzed data from patients who had been stud-
ied repeatedly at different time points and observed an inverse
correlation of blood glucose levels and BAT activity in this subset
(Lee et al., 2010). These ﬁndings are in line with another study
describing a reduced prevalence of active BAT in patients with
known diabetes (Ouellet et al.,2011).
Non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD) is a manifestation
of the metabolic syndrome with ectopic lipid deposition in the
liver. It is often associated with insulin resistance or type II dia-
betes mellitus, hyperlipidemia, and hypertension (Vuppalanchi
and Chalasani,2009). In another retrospective evaluation of FDG
PET–CT data the presence of active BAT in adults was indepen-
dently associated with a lower likelihood of NAFLD (Yilmaz et al.,
2011).
Recently, Gilsanz et al. published results of a retrospective
analysisof FDGPET–CTscansperformedin71childrenandado-
lescents. As expected, the overall prevalence of active BAT was
higher (42%) than in an adult population. Intriguingly, an asso-
ciation of BAT activity and muscle mass was observed. Contrary
to studies performed in adults, no associations with age, BMI,
or adiposity could be detected (Gilsanz et al., 2011). However, a
major limitation of this study is – as with most of the studies
using FDG PET–CT in adult humans – the fact that the study
population consisted only of subjects suffering from neoplastic
disease.
In some adult patients suffering from pheochromocytoma, a
catecholamine secreting tumor of the adrenal medulla, BAT had
beendiscoveredandcharacterizedultrastructurallyandbiochem-
ically already in the 1980s (Ricquier et al., 1982). It was specu-
lated that the weight loss seen in many patients suffering from
pheochromocytoma was due to the activation or recruitment of
BATthroughhighlevelsof catecholamines(Leanetal.,1986).Not
unexpectedly, a more recent study was able to describe a signiﬁ-
cant correlation of plasma catecholamine levels and BAT activity
in patients with pheochromocytoma (Wang et al.,2011).
Correspondingly, the use of beta blockers was inversely cor-
related to the presence of active BAT in a retrospective, cross-
sectional study with FDG PET–CT (Cypess et al., 2009). In a
controlled prospective trial using cold exposure to activate adap-
tive thermogenesis, however, administration of the β adrenore-
ceptor antagonist propranolol led to suppression of cold-induced
thermogenesis in muscle (presumably β2 AR mediated) but did
not alter cold-induced thermogenesis in BAT (presumably β3
mediated; Wijers et al., 2011).
Additionally, the pre-treatment with diazepam–ac o m m o n
practice meant to suppress FDG uptake of BAT during PET scan-
ning – did not result in reduced BAT activity in a randomized
controlled trial (Sturkenboom et al.,2009).
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PHARMACOLOGICAL TARGETING OF THERMOGENESIS AND
BAT
A calculation performed on the basis of glucose uptake and esti-
mated usage of fatty acids in BAT of healthy individuals yielded
the result that full activation of the present BAT would lead to a
potential consumption of 4.1kg of adipose tissue over the course
of a year (Virtanen et al., 2009). Increasing thermogenesis phar-
macologically could therefore provide a promising approach to
prevent weight gain and facilitate weight loss in humans.
PHARMACOLOGIC ACTIVATION OF THERMOGENESIS
About eight decades ago 2,4-dinitrophenol (DNP), an artiﬁcial
uncouplerofmitochondrialrespiration,wasusedtoinduceweight
loss in humans. It is a small lipophilic molecule that acts as a
protonophore, as it can carry protons across membranes (Berg
et al.,2007).
The substance was introduced as a drug for weight reduction
in the 1930s and a series of studies demonstrated it to cause
increased metabolic rate and considerable weight loss without
dietary restriction. Since nitrogen excretion remained stable upon
treatmentwithDNP,itwasassumedthatweightlosswasduetofat
loss and that muscle was spared. The efﬁcacy of the substance led
toawidespreaduseevenasnon-prescriptiondrug.Duetothenar-
row therapeutic range of DNP several cases of fatal hyperthermia
occurred,but given the large number of patients who had taken it
(more than 100,000 by 1934),the number of severe adverse events
wasremarkablylow.In1935severalcasesofcataractwerereported
in women taking DNP, which ﬁnally resulted in its withdrawal
fromthemarketin1938(Harperetal.,2001).DNPdoesof course
not selectively uncouple BAT mitochondria, but it nevertheless
provides an important proof of principle, as it demonstrates the
efﬁcacy of mitochondrial uncoupling for weight loss in humans.
CentralstimulationofBATviatheSNSisbelievedtocontribute
to the weight reducing effect of sibutramine (Liu et al., 2002). A
popular “herbal” weight loss drug, ephedrine, also increases SNS
activity and activates BAT, thereby increasing oxygen consump-
tionandthermogenesis(Dullooetal.,1991;Babaetal.,2007).Yet,
stimulation of the SNS can lead to adverse effects such as tachy-
cardia, hypertension, and cardiac arrhythmias, all of which are
highly undesirable, especially in obese patients already suffering
from cardiovascular disease.
A more selective activation of BAT could be achieved through
β3-AR agonists. In fact, this strategy has been shown to be effec-
tive in rodents (Nagase et al.,1996; Ghorbani and Himms-Hagen,
1997; Umekawa et al., 1997). The orally available selective β3-
AR agonist L-796568 acutely increased energy expenditure and
lipolysis in obese men (Van Baak et al., 2002), but no effects on
thermogenesisorbodyfatwereobservedafterextendedtreatment
over 28days, probably due to β3-AR down-regulation (tachy-
phylaxis; Larsen et al., 2002). Another study in young, lean men
demonstrated increased insulin sensitivity and fat oxidation after
8weeks of treatment with the β3-AR agonist CL316,243, while
24h-energy expenditure and body weight after 8weeks remained
unchanged as compared to baseline (Weyer et al., 1998).
It must be noted that these studies measured energy expendi-
turetoassesstheactivationof adaptivethermogenesis.UsingFDG
PET–CT to visualize BAT activity could possibly detect smaller
changes induced by β3-AR agonists and should therefore be used
for future trials testing similar compounds.
The thermogenic effect of thyroid hormones is well known.
Not surprisingly levothyroxine and triiodothyronine have been
used to facilitate weight loss in obese patients. Unfortunately,
administration of excess thyroid hormone results in overt hyper-
thyroidism, a condition associated with increased BMR, tachy-
cardia, atrial arrhythmia, muscle wasting, and osteoporosis. The
CNS effects of excess thyroid hormone include increased irritabil-
ity, nervousness, and anxiety (Baxter and Webb, 2009). However,
the effects of thyroid hormones are mediated by different iso-
forms of the THR in a tissue speciﬁc fashion. THRα conveys
most of the effects on bone development, cardiac gene expres-
sion, heart rate, and catecholamine potentiation, while activation
of THRβ1 in mice increased UCP1 expression in BAT (Melmed
andConn,2005;Ribeiroetal.,2010).Accordingly,thethyroidhor-
mone mimetics GC-1 and KB141, which are selective for THRβ1,
reduced diet induced obesity and normalized serum lipids via
increased metabolic rate while not affecting heart rate (Grover
et al., 2003, 2004; Villicev et al., 2007). In diabetic ob/ob mice
KB141 improved glucose tolerance and insulin sensitivity (Bryz-
galova et al., 2008). Thus selective thyroid hormone mimetics
might also be of therapeutic beneﬁt in humans.
Activation of the G-protein coupled receptor TGR5 by bile
acids increased the expression of DIO2 in BAT and resulted in
increased energy expenditure and reduced body weight in mice
(Watanabe et al.,2006). Stimulation of DIO2 expression in BAT is
particularlyinterestingasthisapproachincreasestriiodothyronine
availability locally but not systemically thus obviating the delete-
rious effects of hyperthyroidism. The co-expression of TGR5 and
DIO2 in BAT makes bile acids and derived compounds promising
drug candidates for the activation of thermogenesis.
EXPANSION OF BROWN ADIPOSE TISSUE
As outlined above, the prevalence of active BAT, as determined
by FDG PET–CT, is lower in overweight and obese subjects than
in lean controls. To make use of the energy dissipating effect of
BAT in obese persons, it might thus be necessary to expand the
amount of BAT. Recently,brown adipocyte progenitors that could
be differentiated into UCP1 expressing cells in vitro have been
discovered in human WAT (Elabd et al., 2009). Additionally, Lee
et al. obtained fat biopsies from the supraclavicular fossa guided
by PET–CT. They were able to differentiate brown adipocyte pre-
cursors to UCP1 expressing brown adipocytes,regardless whether
PETanalysishadshownactiveBATornot(Leeetal.,2011a).These
ﬁndings provide a rationale for therapeutic expansion of BAT in
humans.
In rodents several small molecules and hormones have been
found to promote the expansion of BAT. Fibroblast growth fac-
tors(FGF)areafamilyof polypeptidegrowthfactorsthatregulate
cellproliferation,migration,anddifferentiationduringembryonic
development and function as homeostatic factors in tissue repair
and response to injury in the adult organism (Ornitz and Itoh,
2001). Several members of the family have been implied in BAT
physiology.
Coldexposureinducestheexpressionofbasicﬁbroblastgrowth
factor (bFGF=FGF-2) in BAT and this growth factor seems to
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stimulate BAT growth through autocrine feedback (Yamashita
et al.,1994;Asano et al.,1999).
While FGF-16 mainly seems to be responsible for growth of
BAT during embryonic development (Konishi et al., 2000), FGF-
19 and FGF-21 demonstrated effects on thermogenesis in adult
mice. Intra-cerebroventricular administration of FGF-19 in mice
increased metabolic rate, prevented diet induced obesity and
improved insulin sensitivity (Fu et al., 2004). It is an especially
attractive molecule since it speciﬁcally binds to FGF-receptor 4
and does not appear to be mitogenic.
In newborn mice FGF-21 expression in the liver is reduced in
response to fasting and induced by suckling via PPARα depen-
dent mechanisms. Injection of FGF-21 into newborn fasting mice
induced genes involved in thermogenesis in BAT and increased
bodytemperature.In vitro FGF-21inducedexpressionof thermo-
genic genes and increased total and uncoupled respiration (Hon-
dares et al., 2010). Interestingly, FGF-21 expression is induced
in BAT itself by cold exposure or adrenergic stimulation via β-
adrenergic pathways (Chartoumpekis et al.,2011; Hondares et al.,
2011).
Fibroblastgrowthfactorsareattractivefromapharmacological
point of view: like other peptides they might be produced recom-
binantlyorsubstitutedbysmallmoleculesthatspeciﬁcallyactivate
FGF receptors and could easily be produced in large scale.
BMP-7, a member of the TGF-β superfamily was originally
identiﬁed as a bone inducer, but recent evidence suggests an
important role in brown fat development as well. BMP-7 can acti-
vate the full program of brown fat differentiation both in vitro
and in vivo. Tseng et al. (2008) injected mice with hepatotropic
adenoviruses expressing BMP-7 resulting in hepatic overexpres-
sion and secretion of the protein. In comparison to control mice
those injected with the BMP-7 expressing retroviruses showed
increased thermogenesis, higher body temperature and reduced
body weight.
An alternative strategy could be to transdifferentiate adipocyte
precursors obtained from liposuction into brown adipocytes
ex vivo and then re-transplant the thermogenically active cells.
This could be achieved through overexpression of PRDM16,
FOXC2, or PGC-1α in the cells. Compared to a conventional
pharmacological approach, however, such a method would be
elaborate and expensive and questions of optimal location for
implantation, of blood supply and of innervation remain to be
solved.
Currently,FDG PET–CT is the sole imaging modality to inves-
tigate BAT activity directly. This is a major obstacle in the investi-
gationof BATactivityandpotentialpharmaceuticalsthatincrease
BAT activity. Recent developments in nuclear magnetic resonance
imaging (MRI; Hu et al., 2010; Branca and Warren, 2011) could
facilitate the evaluation of BAT activity without exposure to ion-
izing radiation thus giving the research in the ﬁeld an enormous
boost.
ApartfromthesearchfordrugsthatincreaseBATthermogene-
sis,itwillalsobeimportanttofurtherinvestigatetheconsequences
of thermoneutrality and cold exposure. Humans in the developed
world spend most of their time in a thermoneutral zone main-
tained by advanced heating systems and protective clothing (Van
Marken Lichtenbelt and Schrauwen, 2011). As BAT is activated
by sensing cold long prior to a drop of core temperature and at
ambienttemperaturesaround16˚C,deliberatelyloweringambient
temperatures in buildings could be a feasible approach to increase
BAT activity and to prevent obesity.
CONCLUSION
Given the growing world-wide prevalence and increasing burden
of obesity and associated diseases and the current lack of effective
treatment strategies, new therapeutic approaches in the ﬁeld of
anti-obesity therapies are clearly needed.
During the recent years our knowledge of BAT physiology
and development and its implications in metabolic disease has
increased dramatically. Most importantly,there is robust evidence
that BAT is present in a majority of human adults. Furthermore,
a growing body of literature indicates that active BAT is inversely
associated with obesity and metabolic disease. In rodent models
several pharmacological approaches which increase BAT activity,
have been proven to effectively prevent obesity, facilitate weight
reduction, and ameliorate insulin resistance. Deducing from the
animal model these approaches might work in humans as well.
Many questions regarding therapeutic activation or expan-
sion of BAT remain to be solved. It is yet unclear how effective
an increase of thermogenesis would be to reduce obesity and
ameliorate insulin resistance. Compensating mechanisms, such
as increased appetite, could reduce the beneﬁts of this approach.
Not least, the infamous history of the uncoupling agent DNP
reminds us to pay close attention to contingent risks of drugs that
activate thermogenesis. Considering the disappointing results of
pharmacological approaches targeting energy intake and appetite,
stimulation of BAT activity and increasing energy expenditure
would provide exciting new options in obesity therapy.
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
The authors would like to thank Martin E. Lidell and Mikael
Heglind for critical review of the manuscript.
REFERENCES
Adams, T. D., Gress, R. E., Smith, S.
C., Halverson, R. C., Simper, S. C.,
Rosamond, W. D., Lamonte, M. J.,
Stroup, A. M., and Hunt, S. C.
(2007). Long-term mortality after
gastric bypass surgery. N. Engl. J.
Med. 357, 753–761.
Asano, A., Kimura, K., and Saito,
M. (1999). Cold-induced mRNA
expression of angiogenic factors in
ratbrownadiposetissue.J.Vet.Med.
Sci. 61, 403–409.
Atit, R., Sgaier, S. K., Mohamed, O. A.,
Taketo, M. M., Dufort, D., Joyner,
A. L., Niswander, L., and Conlon,
R.A.(2006).Beta-cateninactivation
is necessary and sufﬁcient to specify
the dorsal dermal fate in the mouse.
Dev. Biol. 296, 164–176.
Baba, S., Tatsumi, M., Ishimori, T.,
Lilien,D. L.,Engles,J. M.,and Wahl,
R. L. (2007). Effect of nicotine and
ephedrine on the accumulation of
18F-FDG in brown adipose tissue. J.
Nucl. Med. 48, 981–986.
Bartelt, A., Bruns, O. T., Reimer, R.,
Hohenberg, H., Ittrich, H., Peld-
schus, K., Kaul, M. G., Tromsdorf,
U. I.,Weller, H.,Waurisch, C., Eych-
muller, A., Gordts, P. L., Rinninger,
F., Bruegelmann, K., Freund, B.,
Nielsen, P., Merkel, M., and Heeren,
J.(2011).Brownadiposetissueactiv-
ity controls triglyceride clearance.
Nat. Med. 17, 200–205.
Baxter, J. D., and Webb, P. (2009). Thy-
roid hormone mimetics: potential
applications in atherosclerosis, obe-
sity and type 2 diabetes. Nat. Rev.
Drug Discov. 8, 308–320.
Berg, J. M., Tymoczko, J. L., and Stryer,
L. (2007). Biochemistry.N e wY o r k ,
NY: W. H. Freeman.
Frontiers in Endocrinology | Cellular Endocrinology November 2011 | Volume 2 | Article 86 | 8Betz and Enerbäck Therapeutic prospects of BAT
Berrington De Gonzalez, A., Hartge, P.,
Cerhan,J. R.,Flint,A. J.,Hannan,L.,
Macinnis,R. J.,Moore,S. C.,Tobias,
G. S.,Anton-Culver,H.,Freeman,L.
B., Beeson, W. L., Clipp, S. L., Eng-
lish, D. R., Folsom,A. R., Freedman,
D.M.,Giles,G.,Hakansson,N.,Hen-
derson, K. D., Hoffman-Bolton, J.,
Hoppin, J. A., Koenig, K. L., Lee, I.-
M., Linet, M. S., Park, Y., Pocobelli,
G., Schatzkin, A., Sesso, H. D., Wei-
derpass, E., Willcox, B. J., Wolk, A.,
Zeleniuch-Jacquotte, A., Willett, W.
C., and Thun, M. J. (2010). Body-
mass index and mortality among
1.46 million white adults. N. Engl.
J. Med. 363, 2211–2219.
Bianco, A. C., and Kim, B. W.
(2006). Deiodinases:implications of
the local control of thyroid hor-
mone action. J. Clin. Invest. 116,
2571–2579.
Branca, R. T., and Warren, W. S.
(2011). In vivo brown adipose
tissue detection and characteriza-
tion using water-lipid intermolecu-
larzero-quantumcoherences.Magn.
Reson. Med. 65, 313–319.
Bryzgalova, G., Effendic, S., Khan, A.,
Rehnmark, S., Barbounis, P., Boulet,
J., Dong, G., Singh, R., Shapses,
S., Malm, J., Webb, P., Baxter, J.
D., and Grover, G. J. (2008). Anti-
obesity, anti-diabetic, and lipid low-
ering effects of the thyroid receptor
beta subtype selective agonist KB-
141. J. Steroid Biochem. Mol. Biol.
111, 262–267.
Cannon, B., and Nedergaard, J. (2004).
Brown adipose tissue: function and
physiological signiﬁcance. Physiol.
Rev. 84, 277–359.
Cederberg, A., Gronning, L. M., Ahren,
B.,Tasken,K.,Carlsson,P.,andEner-
back, S. (2001). FOXC2 is a winged
helix gene that counteracts obe-
sity, hypertriglyceridemia, and diet-
induced insulin resistance. Cell 106,
563–573.
Chartoumpekis, D. V., Habeos, I. G.,
Ziros, P. G., Psyrogiannis, A. I., Kyr-
iazopoulou,V. E.,and Papavassiliou,
A. G. (2011). Brown adipose tis-
sue responds to cold and adrenergic
stimulation by induction of FGF21.
Mol. Med. 17, 736–740.
Christensen,C.R.,Clark,P.B.,andMor-
ton, K. A. (2006). Reversal of hyper-
metabolic brown adipose tissue in
F-18 FDG PET imaging. Clin. Nucl.
Med. 31, 193–196.
Christensen, R., Kristensen, P. K., Bar-
tels, E. M., Bliddal, H., and Astrup,
A. (2007). Efﬁcacy and safety of
the weight-loss drug rimonabant: a
meta-analysis of randomised trials.
Lancet 370, 1706–1713.
Collins, S., Daniel, K. W., Petro,
A. E., and Surwit, R. S. (1997).
Strain-speciﬁc response to β 3-
adrenergic receptor agonist treat-
ment of diet-induced obesity in
mice. Endocrinology 138, 405–413.
Cypess,A. M.,Lehman,S.,Williams,G.,
Tal, I., Rodman, D., Goldﬁne, A. B.,
Kuo, F. C., Palmer, E. L., Tseng, Y.
H., Doria, A., Kolodny, G. M., and
Kahn, C. R. (2009). Identiﬁcation
and importance of brown adipose
tissue in adult humans. N. Engl. J.
Med. 360, 1509–1517.
Dahle, M. K., Gronning, L. M., Ceder-
berg, A., Blomhoff, H. K., Miura,
N., Enerback, S., Tasken, K. A.,
and Tasken, K. (2002). Mecha-
nisms of FOXC2- and FOXD1-
mediated regulation of the RI alpha
subunit of cAMP-dependent pro-
tein kinase include release of tran-
scriptional repression and activa-
tion by protein kinase B alpha
and cAMP. J. Biol. Chem. 277,
22902–22908.
Dulloo,A. G., Jacquet, J., and Girardier,
L. (1997). Poststarvation hyperpha-
gia and body fat overshooting in
humans: a role for feedback signals
fromleanandfattissues.Am.J.Clin.
Nutr. 65, 717–723.
Dulloo, A. G., and Miller, D. S. (1984).
Energy balance following sympa-
thetic denervation of brown adipose
tissue.Can.J.Physiol.Pharmacol.62,
235–240.
Dulloo,A.G.,Seydoux,J.,andGirardier,
L. (1991). Peripheral mechanisms
of thermogenesis induced by
ephedrine and caffeine in brown
adipose tissue. Int. J. Obes. 15,
317–326.
Eckel, R. H. (2008). Clinical practice.
Nonsurgical management of obe-
sity in adults. N .E n g l .J .M e d .358,
1941–1950.
Elabd, C., Chiellini, C., Carmona, M.,
Galitzky, J., Cochet, O., Petersen,
R., Penicaud, L., Kristiansen, K.,
Bouloumie,A.,Casteilla,L.,Dani,C.,
Ailhaud, G., and Amri, E. Z. (2009).
Human multipotent adipose-
derived stem cells differentiate into
functional brown adipocytes. Stem
Cells 27, 2753–2760.
Enerback, S., Jacobsson, A., Simpson,
E. M., Guerra, C., Yamashita, H.,
Harper, M. E., and Kozak, L. P.
(1997). Mice lacking mitochondr-
ial uncoupling protein are cold-
sensitive but not obese. Nature 387,
90–94.
Feldmann, H. M., Golozoubova, V.,
Cannon, B., and Nedergaard, J.
(2009). UCP1 ablation induces obe-
sity and abolishes diet-induced
thermogenesis in mice exempt
from thermal stress by living at
thermoneutrality. Cell Metab. 9,
203–209.
Fromme, T., and Klingenspor, M.
(2011). Uncoupling protein 1
expression and high-fat diets. Am. J.
Physiol. Regul. Integr. Comp. Physiol.
300, R1–R8.
Fu, L., John, L. M., Adams, S. H.,
Yu, X. X., Tomlinson, E., Renz, M.,
Williams, P. M., Soriano, R., Cor-
puz, R., Moffat, B., Vandlen, R.,
Simmons, L., Foster, J., Stephan, J.
P., Tsai, S. P., and Stewart, T. A.
(2004). Fibroblast growth factor 19
increasesmetabolicrateandreverses
dietaryandleptin-deﬁcientdiabetes.
Endocrinology 145, 2594–2603.
Ghorbani, M., and Himms-Hagen,
J. (1997). Appearance of brown
adipocytes in white adipose tissue
during CL 316,243-induced rever-
sal of obesity and diabetes in Zucker
fa/fa rats. Int. J. Obes. Relat. Metab.
Disord. 21, 465–475.
Gilsanz, V., Chung, S. A., Jackson, H.,
Dorey, F. J., and Hu, H. H. (2011).
Functional brown adipose tissue is
related to muscle volume in chil-
dren and adolescents. J. Pediatr. 158,
722–726.
Goodpaster, B. H., Delany, J. P., Otto,
A. D., Kuller, L., Vockley, J., South-
Paul, J. E., Thomas, S. B., Brown,
J., Mctigue, K., Hames, K. C.,
Lang, W., and Jakicic, J. M. (2010).
Effects of diet and physical activ-
ity interventions on weight loss
and cardiometabolic risk factors in
severely obese adults. JAMA 304,
1795–1802.
Grover, G. J., Egan, D. M., Sleph, P. G.,
Beehler, B. C., Chiellini, G., Nguyen,
N. H., Baxter, J. D., and Scanlan,
T. S. (2004). Effects of the thyroid
hormone receptor agonist GC-1 on
metabolicrateandcholesterolinrats
and primates: selective actions rel-
ative to 3,5,3 -triiodo-L-thyronine.
Endocrinology 145, 1656–1661.
Grover, G. J., Mellstrom, K., Ye, L.,
Malm, J., Li, Y. L., Bladh, L. G.,
Sleph, P. G., Smith, M. A., George,
R., Vennstrom, B., Mookhtiar, K.,
Horvath, R., Speelman, J., Egan, D.,
and Baxter, J. D. (2003). Selective
thyroidhormonereceptor-betaacti-
vation: a strategy for reduction of
weight, cholesterol, and lipoprotein
(a) with reduced cardiovascular lia-
bility. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U.S.A.
100, 10067–10072.
Guerra, C., Koza, R. A., Yamashita, H.,
Walsh, K., and Kozak, L. P. (1998).
Emergence of brown adipocytes in
white fat in mice is under genetic
control. Effects on body weight
and adiposity. J. Clin. Invest. 102,
412–420.
Harper, J. A., Dickinson, K., and
Brand, M. D. (2001). Mitochondrial
uncoupling as a target for drug
development for the treatment of
obesity. Obes. Rev. 2, 255–265.
Haslam,D. W.,and James,W. P. (2005).
Obesity. Lancet 366, 1197–1209.
Hondares, E., Iglesias, R., Giralt, A.,
Gonzalez, F. J., Giralt, M., Mampel,
T., and Villarroya, F. (2011). Ther-
mogenic activation induces FGF21
expression and release in brown
adipose tissue. J. Biol. Chem. 286,
12983–12990.
Hondares, E., Rosell, M., Gonza-
lez, F. J., Giralt, M., Iglesias, R.,
and Villarroya, F. (2010). Hepatic
FGF21 expression is induced at
birth via PPARalpha in response
to milk intake and contributes to
thermogenic activation of neona-
tal brown fat. Cell Metab. 11,
206–212.
Hu, H. H., Smith, D. L. Jr., Nayak, K. S.,
Goran,M. I.,and Nagy,T. R. (2010).
Identiﬁcation of brown adipose tis-
sue in mice with fat-water IDEAL-
MRI. J. Magn. Reson. Imaging 31,
1195–1202.
Jacene, H. A., Cohade, C. C., Zhang, Z.,
andWahl,R.L.(2011).Therelation-
ship between patients’ serum glu-
cose levels and metabolically active
brown adipose tissue detected by
PET/CT. Mol. Imaging Biol. 13,
1278–1283.
James, W. P., Caterson, I. D., Coutinho,
W., Finer, N., Van Gaal, L. F.,
Maggioni, A. P., Torp-Pedersen, C.,
Sharma, A. M., Shepherd, G. M.,
Rode, R. A., and Renz, C. L. (2010).
Effect of sibutramine on cardiovas-
cular outcomes in overweight and
obese subjects. N .E n g l .J .M e d .363,
905–917.
Kershaw, E. E., and Flier, J. S. (2004).
Adipose tissue as an endocrine
organ. J. Clin. Endocrinol. Metab. 89,
2548–2556.
Kim, J. K., Kim, H. J., Park, S. Y.,
Cederberg, A., Westergren, R., Nils-
son, D., Higashimori, T., Cho, Y.
R., Liu, Z. X., Dong, J., Cline, G.
W., Enerback, S., and Shulman, G.
I. (2005). Adipocyte-speciﬁc over-
expression of FOXC2 prevents diet-
induced increases in intramuscular
fattyacylCoAandinsulinresistance.
Diabetes 54, 1657–1663.
Konishi, M., Mikami, T., Yamasaki, M.,
Miyake, A., and Itoh, N. (2000).
Fibroblast growth factor-16 is a
growth factor for embryonic brown
adipocytes. J. Biol. Chem. 275,
12119–12122.
Kopecky, J., Clarke, G., Enerback, S.,
Spiegelman, B., and Kozak, L. P.
(1995).Expressionof themitochon-
drial uncoupling protein gene from
the aP2 gene promoter prevents
genetic obesity. J. Clin. Invest. 96,
2914–2923.
www.frontiersin.org November 2011 | Volume 2 | Article 86 | 9Betz and Enerbäck Therapeutic prospects of BAT
Kozak, L. P. (2010). Brown fat and the
myth of diet-induced thermogene-
sis. Cell Metab. 11, 263–267.
Larsen, T. M., Toubro, S., Van Baak, M.
A., Gottesdiener, K. M., Larson, P.,
Saris, W. H., and Astrup, A. (2002).
Effect of a 28-d treatment with L-
796568, a novel beta(3)-adrenergic
receptoragonist,onenergyexpendi-
ture and body composition in obese
men. Am. J. Clin. Nutr. 76, 780–788.
Lean, M. E., James, W. P., Jennings,
G., and Trayhurn, P. (1986). Brown
adipose tissue in patients with
phaeochromocytoma. Int. J. Obes.
10, 219–227.
Lee, P., Greenﬁeld, J. R., Ho, K. K.,
and Fulham, M. J. (2010). A criti-
cal appraisal of the prevalence and
metabolicsigniﬁcanceof brownadi-
pose tissue in adult humans. Am.
J. Physiol. Endocrinol. Metab. 299,
E601–E606.
Lee,P.,Swarbrick,M.M.,Zhao,J.T.,and
Ho, K. K. (2011a). Inducible brown
adipogenesis of supraclavicular fat
inadulthumans.Endocrinology 152,
3597–3602.
Lee, P., Zhao, J. T., Swarbrick, M. M.,
Gracie,G.,Bova,R.,Greenﬁeld,J.R.,
Freund, J., and Ho, K. K. (2011b).
High prevalence of brown adipose
tissue in adult humans. J. Clin.
Endocrinol. Metab. 96, 2450–2455.
Liu, Y. L., Heal, D. J., and Stock,
M. J. (2002). Mechanism of the
thermogenic effect of metabolite
2 (BTS 54 505), a major phar-
macologically active metabolite of
the novel anti-obesity drug, sibu-
tramine. Int. J. Obes. Relat. Metab.
Dis. 26, 1245–1253.
Lowell, B. B., V, S. S., Hamann, A.,
Lawitts, J. A., Himms-Hagen, J.,
Boyer, B. B., Kozak, L. P., and Flier,
J. S. (1993). Development of obesity
intransgenicmiceaftergeneticabla-
tion of brown adipose tissue. Nature
366, 740–742.
Martin, C. K., Heilbronn, L. K., De
Jonge, L., Delany, J. P., Volaufova,
J., Anton, S. D., Redman, L. M.,
Smith,S.R.,andRavussin,E.(2007).
Effect of calorie restriction on rest-
ing metabolic rate and sponta-
neous physical activity. Obesity (Sil-
ver Spring) 15, 2964–2973.
Melmed, S., and Conn, P. M. (eds).
(2005). Endocrinology: Basic and
Clinical Principles. Totowa, NJ:
Humana Press.
Nagase, I., Yoshida, T., Kumamoto, K.,
Umekawa, T., Sakane, N., Nikami,
H.,Kawada,T.,andSaito,M.(1996).
Expression of uncoupling protein in
skeletalmuscleandwhitefatofobese
mice treated with thermogenic beta
3-adrenergic agonist. J. Clin. Invest.
97, 2898–2904.
Nakamura, K., and Morrison, S. F.
(2007). Central efferent pathways
mediatingskincooling-evokedsym-
pathetic thermogenesis in brown
adipose tissue. Am. J. Physiol. Regul.
Integr. Comp. Physiol. 292, R127–
R136.
Ornitz, D. M., and Itoh, N. (2001).
Fibroblast growth factors. Genome
Biol. 2, reviews3005.3001–3005.
3012.
Ouellet,V., Routhier-Labadie,A., Belle-
mare, W., Lakhal-Chaieb, L., Tur-
cotte, E., Carpentier, A. C., and
Richard, D. (2011). Outdoor tem-
perature, age, sex, body mass
index,and diabetic status determine
the prevalence, mass, and glucose-
uptakeactivityof18F-FDG-detected
BAT in humans. J. Clin. Endocrinol.
Metab. 96, 192–199.
Petersen, K. F., Dufour, S., Befroy,
D., Lehrke, M., Hendler, R. E.,
and Shulman, G. I. (2005). Rever-
sal of nonalcoholic hepatic steato-
sis, hepatic insulin resistance, and
hyperglycemia by moderate weight
reduction in patients with type 2
diabetes. Diabetes 54, 603–608.
Pfannenberg, C., Werner, M. K., Rip-
kens,S.,Stef,I.,Deckert,A.,Schmadl,
M., Reimold, M., Haring, H. U.,
Claussen, C. D., and Stefan, N.
(2010). Impact of age on the rela-
tionships of brown adipose tissue
with sex and adiposity in humans.
Diabetes 59, 1789–1793.
Pischon, T., Boeing, H., Hoffmann,
K., Bergmann, M., Schulze, M. B.,
Overvad, K., Van Der Schouw, Y.
T., Spencer, E., Moons, K. G. M.,
Tjønneland, A., Halkjaer, J., Jensen,
M. K., Stegger, J., Clavel-Chapelon,
F., Boutron-Ruault, M.-C., Chajes,
V., Linseisen, J., Kaaks, R., Tri-
chopoulou, A., Trichopoulos, D.,
Bamia,C.,Sieri,S.,Palli,D.,Tumino,
R.,Vineis,P.,Panico,S.,Peeters,P.H.
M.,May,A.M.,Bueno-De-Mesquita,
H. B.,Van Duijnhoven,F. J. B.,Hall-
mans, G., Weinehall, L., Manjer, J.,
Hedblad, B., Lund, E., Agudo, A.,
Arriola, L., Barricarte, A., Navarro,
C.,Martinez,C.,Quirós,J.R.,Key,T.,
Bingham,S.,Khaw,K.T.,Boffetta,P.,
Jenab, M., Ferrari, P., and Riboli, E.
(2008). General and abdominal adi-
posity and risk of death in Europe.
N .E n g l .J .M e d .359, 2105–2120.
Qatanani, M., and Lazar, M. A. (2007).
Mechanisms of obesity-associated
insulin resistance: many choices on
themenu.GenesDev.21,1443–1455.
Redman, L. M., Heilbronn, L. K., Mar-
tin, C. K., De Jonge, L., Williamson,
D. A., Delany, J. P., and Ravussin,
E. (2009). Metabolic and behav-
ioral compensations in response to
caloric restriction: implications for
themaintenanceofweightloss.PLoS
ONE 4, e4377. doi:10.1371/jour-
nal.pone.0004377
Ribeiro,M. O.,Bianco,S. D.,Kaneshige,
M.,Schultz,J.J.,Cheng,S.Y.,Bianco,
A. C., and Brent, G. A. (2010).
Expression of uncoupling protein
1 in mouse brown adipose tissue
is thyroid hormone receptor-beta
isoform speciﬁc and required for
adaptive thermogenesis. Endocrinol-
ogy 151, 432–440.
Ricquier, D., Nechad, M., and Mory,
G. (1982). Ultrastructural and bio-
chemical characterization of human
brown adipose tissue in pheochro-
mocytoma. J. Clin. Endocrinol.
Metab. 54, 803–807.
Rothwell, N. J., and Stock, M. J. (1979).
A role for brown adipose tissue in
diet-induced thermogenesis. Nature
281, 31–35.
Saito, M., Okamatsu-Ogura, Y., Mat-
sushita,M.,Watanabe,K.,Yoneshiro,
T., Nio-Kobayashi, J., Iwanaga, T.,
Miyagawa, M., Kameya, T., Nakada,
K., Kawai, Y., and Tsujisaki, M.
(2009). High incidence of metabol-
ically active brown adipose tissue in
healthyadulthumans:effectsof cold
exposure and adiposity. Diabetes 58,
1526–1531.
Seale, P., Bjork, B., Yang, W., Kajimura,
S., Chin, S., Kuang, S., Scime, A.,
Devarakonda, S., Conroe, H. M.,
Erdjument-Bromage, H., Tempst, P.,
Rudnicki, M. A., Beier, D. R., and
Spiegelman, B. M. (2008). PRDM16
controls a brown fat/skeletal muscle
switch. Nature 454, 961–967.
Seale, P., Conroe, H. M., Estall, J.,
Kajimura, S., Frontini, A., Ishibashi,
J., Cohen, P., Cinti, S., and Spiegel-
man, B. M. (2011). Prdm16 deter-
mines the thermogenic program of
subcutaneouswhiteadiposetissuein
mice. J. Clin. Invest. 121, 96–105.
Seale, P., Kajimura, S., and Spiegelman,
B. M. (2009). Transcriptional con-
trol of brown adipocyte develop-
ment and physiological function –
of mice and men. Genes Dev. 23,
788–797.
Silva, J. E., and Rabelo, R. (1997). Reg-
ulation of the uncoupling protein
gene expression. Eur. J. Endocrinol.
136, 251–264.
Sjostrom, L., Lindroos, A. K., Pelto-
nen, M., Torgerson, J., Bouchard,
C., Carlsson, B., Dahlgren, S., Lars-
son, B., Narbro, K., Sjostrom, C.
D., Sullivan, M., and Wedel, H.
(2004). Lifestyle, diabetes, and car-
diovascularriskfactors10yearsafter
bariatric surgery. N .E n g l .J .M e d .
351, 2683–2693.
Sjostrom, L., Narbro, K., Sjostrom,
C. D., Karason, K., Larsson, B.,
Wedel, H., Lystig, T., Sullivan, M.,
Bouchard, C., Carlsson, B., Bengts-
son, C., Dahlgren, S., Gummesson,
A., Jacobson, P., Karlsson, J., Lin-
droos, A. K., Lonroth, H., Naslund,
I., Olbers, T., Stenlof, K., Torger-
son, J., Agren, G., and Carlsson,
L. M. (2007). Effects of bariatric
surgery on mortality in Swedish
obese subjects. N .E n g l .J .M e d .357,
741–752.
Soderlund,V.,Larsson,S.A.,and Jacob-
sson, H. (2007). Reduction of FDG
uptake in brown adipose tissue in
clinical patients by a single dose of
propranolol. E u r .J .N u c l .M e d .M o l .
Imaging 34, 1018–1022.
Sturkenboom, M. G., Hoekstra, O. S.,
Postema,E.J.,Zijlstra,J.M.,Berkhof,
J., and Franssen, E. J. (2009). A ran-
domised controlled trial assessing
the effect of oral diazepam on 18F-
FDG uptake in the neck and upper
chest region. Mol. Imaging Biol. 11,
364–368.
Timmons, J. A., Wennmalm, K., Lars-
son, O., Walden, T. B., Lassmann,
T., Petrovic, N., Hamilton, D. L.,
Gimeno, R. E., Wahlestedt, C.,
Baar, K., Nedergaard, J., and Can-
non, B. (2007). Myogenic gene
expression signature establishes that
brown and white adipocytes orig-
inate from distinct cell lineages.
Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U.S.A. 104,
4401–4406.
Tseng, Y. H., Kokkotou, E., Schulz,
T. J., Huang, T. L., Winnay, J. N.,
Taniguchi,C. M.,Tran,T. T.,Suzuki,
R., Espinoza, D. O., Yamamoto, Y.,
Ahrens, M. J., Dudley, A. T., Norris,
A. W., Kulkarni, R. N., and Kahn, C.
R. (2008). New role of bone mor-
p h o g e n e t i cp r o t e i n7i nb r o w na d i -
pogenesis and energy expenditure.
Nature 454, 1000–1004.
Umekawa, T., Yoshida, T., Sakane,
N., Saito, M., Kumamoto, K., and
Kondo, M. (1997). Anti-obesity and
anti-diabetic effects of CL316,243, a
highly speciﬁc beta 3-adrenoceptor
agonist, in Otsuka Long-Evans
Tokushima Fatty rats: induction of
uncouplingproteinandactivationof
glucose transporter 4 in white fat.
Eur. J. Endocrinol. 136, 429–437.
Van Baak, M. A., Hul, G. B., Toubro,
S., Astrup, A., Gottesdiener, K. M.,
Desmet,M.,andSaris,W.H.(2002).
Acute effect of L-796568, a novel
beta 3-adrenergic receptor agonist,
on energy expenditure in obese
men. Clin. Pharmacol. Ther. 71,
272–279.
Van Marken Lichtenbelt, W. D., and
Schrauwen, P. (2011). Implica-
tions of nonshivering thermogene-
sis for energy balance regulation in
humans.Am.J.Physiol.Regul.Integr.
Comp. Physiol. 301, R285–R296.
Frontiers in Endocrinology | Cellular Endocrinology November 2011 | Volume 2 | Article 86 | 10Betz and Enerbäck Therapeutic prospects of BAT
Van Marken Lichtenbelt, W. D., Van-
hommerig, J. W., Smulders, N. M.,
Drossaerts, J. M., Kemerink, G. J.,
Bouvy, N. D., Schrauwen, P., and
Teule, G. J. (2009). Cold-activated
brownadiposetissueinhealthymen.
N .E n g l .J .M e d .360, 1500–1508.
Vijgen, G. H., Bouvy, N. D., Teule, G.
J., Brans, B., Schrauwen, P., and Van
Marken Lichtenbelt, W. D. (2011).
Brown adipose tissue in morbidly
obesesubjects.PLoSONE 6,e17247.
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0017247
Villicev,C. M.,Freitas,F. R.,Aoki,M. S.,
Taffarel, C., Scanlan, T. S., Moriscot,
A. S., Ribeiro, M. O., Bianco, A. C.,
and Gouveia, C. H. (2007). Thyroid
hormonereceptorbeta-speciﬁcago-
nist GC-1 increases energy expen-
diture and prevents fat-mass accu-
mulation in rats. J. Endocrinol. 193,
21–29.
Virtanen, K. A., Lidell, M. E., Orava, J.,
Heglind, M., Westergren, R., Niemi,
T., Taittonen, M., Laine, J., Savisto,
N. J., Enerback, S., and Nuutila, P.
(2009). Functional brown adipose
tissue in healthy adults. N. Engl. J.
Med. 360, 1518–1525.
Vuppalanchi, R., and Chalasani, N.
(2009). Nonalcoholic fatty liver dis-
ease and nonalcoholic steatohepati-
tis: selected practical issues in their
evaluation and management. Hepa-
tology 49, 306–317.
Wang, Q., Zhang, M., Ning, G.,
Gu, W., Su, T., Xu, M., Li, B.,
and Wang, W. (2011). Brown adi-
pose tissue in humans is activated
by elevated plasma catecholamines
levels and is inversely related to
centralobesity.PLoSONE 6,e21006.
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0021006
Watanabe, M., Houten, S. M., Mataki,
C., Christoffolete, M. A., Kim, B.
W., Sato, H., Messaddeq, N., Har-
ney, J. W., Ezaki, O., Kodama,
T., Schoonjans, K., Bianco, A.
C., and Auwerx, J. (2006). Bile
acids induce energy expenditure
by promoting intracellular thyroid
hormone activation. Nature 439,
484–489.
Weinsier,R.L.,Hunter,G.R.,Desmond,
R. A., Byrne, N. M., Zuckerman,
P. A., and Darnell, B. E. (2002).
Free-living activity energy expendi-
tureinwomensuccessfulandunsuc-
cessful at maintaining a normal
body weight. Am. J. Clin. Nutr. 75,
499–504.
Weyer, C., Tataranni, P. A., Snitker, S.,
Danforth, E. Jr., and Ravussin, E.
(1998). Increase in insulin action
and fat oxidation after treatment
with CL 316,243, a highly selec-
tive beta3-adrenoceptor agonist in
humans. Diabetes 47, 1555–1561.
Wijers, S. L., Schrauwen, P., Van Baak,
M. A., Saris,W. H., andVan Marken
Lichtenbelt, W. D. (2011). Beta-
adrenergic receptor blockade does
not inhibit cold-induced thermoge-
nesis in humans: possible involve-
ment of brown adipose tissue. J.
Clin. Endocrinol. Metab. 96, E598–
E605.
Wing, R. R., and Hill, J. O. (2001).
Successful weight loss maintenance.
A n n u .R e v .N u t r .21, 323–341.
Xue,B.,Rim,J. S.,Hogan,J. C.,Coulter,
A. A., Koza, R. A., and Kozak, L. P.
(2007).Geneticvariabilityaffectsthe
developmentof brownadipocytesin
white fat but not in interscapular
brown fat. J. Lipid Res. 48, 41–51.
Yamashita, H., Sato, Y., Kizaki, T.,
Oh, S., Nagasawa, J., and Ohno,
H. (1994). Basic ﬁbroblast growth
factor (bFGF) contributes to the
enlargement of brown adipose tis-
sueduringcoldacclimation.Pﬂugers
Arch. 428, 352–356.
Yilmaz, Y., Ones, T., Purnak, T., Ozgu-
ven, S., Kurt, R., Atug, O., Tur-
oglu, H. T., and Imeryuz, N. (2011).
Association between the presence
of brown adipose tissue and non-
alcoholic fatty liver disease in adult
humans. Aliment. Pharmacol. Ther.
34, 318–323.
Yoneshiro, T., Aita, S., Matsushita, M.,
Okamatsu-Ogura, Y., Kameya, T.,
Kawai, Y., Miyagawa, M., Tsujisaki,
M.,andSaito,M.(2011).Age-related
decrease in cold-activated brown
adipose tissue and accumulation of
body fat in healthy humans. Obesity
(Silver Spring) 19, 1755–1760.
Zheng, W., Mclerran, D. F., Rolland, B.,
Zhang,X.,Inoue,M.,Matsuo,K.,He,
J., Gupta, P. C., Ramadas, K., Tsug-
ane, S., Irie, F., Tamakoshi, A., Gao,
Y.-T., Wang, R., Shu, X.-O., Tsuji, I.,
Kuriyama, S., Tanaka, H., Satoh, H.,
Chen, C.-J., Yuan, J.-M., Yoo, K.-Y.,
Ahsan, H., Pan, W.-H., Gu, D., Ped-
nekar, M. S., Sauvaget, C., Sasazuki,
S., Sairenchi, T., Yang, G., Xiang, Y.-
B., Nagai, M., Suzuki, T., Nishino,
Y., You, S.-L., Koh, W.-P., Park, S.
K.,Chen,Y.,Shen,C.-Y.,Thornquist,
M., Feng, Z., Kang, D., Boffetta, P.,
and Potter, J. D. (2011). Associa-
tion between body-mass index and
risk of death in more than 1 million
Asians.N.Engl.J.Med.364,719–729.
Zingaretti, M. C., Crosta, F., Vitali,
A., Guerrieri, M., Frontini, A.,
Cannon, B., Nedergaard, J., and
Cinti, S. (2009). The presence of
UCP1 demonstrates that metabol-
ically active adipose tissue in the
neck of adult humans truly repre-
sents brown adipose tissue. FASEB J.
23, 3113–3120.
Conﬂict of Interest Statement: The
authors declare that the research was
conducted in the absence of any
commercial or ﬁnancial relationships
that could be construed as a potential
conﬂict of interest.
Received: 29 August 2011; paper pending
published: 29 September 2011; accepted:
12 November 2011; published online: 29
November 2011.
Citation: Betz MJ and Enerbäck S
(2011) Therapeutic prospects of meta-
bolically active brown adipose tissue
in humans. Front. Endocrin. 2:86. doi:
10.3389/fendo.2011.00086
This article was submitted to Frontiers
in Cellular Endocrinology, a specialty of
Frontiers in Endocrinology.
Copyright © 2011 Betz and Enerbäck.
This is an open-access article distrib-
uted under the terms of the Creative
Commons Attribution Non Commercial
License, which permits use, distribution,
and reproduction in other forums, pro-
vided the original authors and source are
credited.
www.frontiersin.org November 2011 | Volume 2 | Article 86 | 11